
Educational Inequality 
“I have a dream,” he said, not knowing 
his words would move generations to 
come. A man so passionate about both 
equality and education in America, 
Martin Luther King Jr. might have 
despaired at today’s stifling statistics. In 
the land of opportunity, educational 
inequality and disregard are continuing to 
be one of our nation’s most prevalent and 
pressing issues. According to research 

done by Teach for America and the 
National Center for Children in Poverty, 
of the 13 million children living in 
poverty in the US, only half will graduate 
from high school. And, because children 

of color are three times as likely to grow 
up in a low-income area, these disparities 
also prevent many from having 
opportunities.  
 

In Colorado, the dropout rate is among 
the highest in the nation. For generations, 
education has been the source of hope for 
the future. Today, the importance of 
education is greater than ever. 
Unfortunately, education’s potential to 

create a better life is not being realized 
by many youth. For those who drop out 
of high school, the future is not bright. 
Dropouts make up nearly half the heads 
of households on welfare. Eighty-two 
percent of America’s prisoners are high 
school dropouts. And according to the 
U.S. Department of Labor, 32.9 
percent of high school dropouts were 
unemployed in 2005. 
 

High school dropouts also make 
substantially less money. According to 
the U.S. Census Bureau, high school 
dropouts make an average of $10,000 
less per year than their counterparts 
who graduate high school, and make a 

deplorable $32,000 less per year than 
their counterparts who graduate from 
college.  
 

I Have a Dream 
Every child deserves an opportunity to 

pursue his/her educational dreams  
and ensure a promising future for  
him/herself. Over 25 years 
ago, one man made it his 
mission to establish this as a 
r e a l i t y .  N e w  Y o r k 
philanthropist and Harlem 
native Eugene Lang was 
invited to his elementary 
alma mater to speak at 
graduation. As he made his 
way to the ceremony, the 
principal informed Lang that 
most of the school’s students 
would probably never 
graduate from high school. 
Shocked at the prospect of such a dismal 
future, Lang was inspired to make an 
impromptu speech that changed the lives 
of students everywhere for years to come: 
he pledged college tuition to each of the 
school’s sixth graders who earned a high 
school diploma. He told the students 
about hearing Martin Luther King Jr.'s 
famous "I Have a Dream" speech at the 
1963 March on Washington. Lang 
encouraged the students to create and 
pursue their own dreams. His initial 
commitment blossomed to include a 
comprehensive program, and the “I Have 
a Dream”® Foundation was established. 
As a result of Lang’s involvement with 
this class of Dreamers, the students 
turned an expected 75% dropout rate 
into an impressive 90% graduation rate. 
 

News of Lang and the Dreamers’ success 
spread across the nation. In 1987, Chris 
Romer heard Lang speak about “I Have a 
Dream”®. Inspired by Lang’s story and 
deeply concerned about the widespread 
educational issues in Denver, Romer and 
other community to leaders decided to 
begin a similar program in Denver. By the 
following year, Colorado “I Have a 
Dream”® Foundation (CIHAD) had been 
formed and the first class of Dreamers 
was offering educational resources to 
youth from disadvantaged communities in 
Metro Denver. Since that time, 550 
Dreamers have been served in eleven 
different classes. Of those eleven classes, 
six have completed high school and five 
are still in school. 
 

The mission of CIHAD is to encourage 
the high school graduation of a group of 
students (Dreamers) from low-income 
communities by providing them with 
academic assis tance, life skills 
development, positive role models, and 
other forms of support, from class 
“adoption” through high school 
graduation; culminating in an academic 
scholarsh ip for post-secondary 
educational opportunities. 
 

CIHAD “adopts” classes of youth that 
consist of entire grade levels from 
elementary schools or age groups from 
housing developments. After the classes 
are adopted, CIHAD stays with the same 
group of youth (Dreamers) through the 
completion of high school. The Dreamers 
range in age from third  to 12th grade. 
Ninety-seven percent of the Dreamers are 
children of color: 29% are Black, 53% 

are Latino, 6% are Asian, 9% are  
Bi-racial/Other, and 3% are Caucasian. 

CIHAD’s program is comprised of a wide 
variety of components including  
mentoring, tutoring, one-on-one academic 
assistance and homework help, college 
prep activities, life skills development, 
community service and service learning 
projects, cultural, recreational and 
sporting events trips. 
 

Success! 
The first two Dreamer classes graduated 
high school in 1995 and 1998, with 
graduation rates of 87 and 83 percent—
nearly double the rate of their 
counterparts who were not Dreamers. 
The Ginsburg Class of 1999-2004 
turned a predicted dropout rate of 89% 
into a 93% graduation rate! This legacy 
of success continued with the Donnell-
Kay Class of 2003 achieving a 95% high 
school completion rate. In 2006, two 
more classes graduated from high school.  

Make Dreams Come True 
With the 20th anniversary of CIHAD 
approaching, it is more important than 
ever that these youth’s dreams are 
recognized and realized. Our 20th 
Anniversary Gala will be held on April 3, 
2008. For tickets and information, 
contact us at 303.861.5005. For more 
information about CIHAD and how to 
get involved with the Dreamers, visit our 
website at www.coloradoihaveadream.org. 
Join us in making dreams come true. 

 - Meridian Herman 

Make a Difference.  
Be a Mentor.  

 

The dropout rate in Denver 
high schools is an atrocious 
37 percent. Help youth beat 
the odds and graduate.  
 

Give back to your community 
and serve as a role model for 
youth who want to succeed. 
Volunteer with the Colorado  
"I Have a Dream"® 
Foundation: a long-term, 
comprehensive dropout 
prevention program.  

www.coloradoihaveadream.org 
Contact Darcie, Volunteer Coordinator, at 303.861.5005  
or visit our website. 

Making Dreams Come True: 
Colorado “I Have a Dream”® Foundation has been working with youth from disadvantaged 
communities in the Metro Denver area for nearly 20 years 

“I was thinking about what Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. has done for me and 
[realized] he has not only done things 
for me or African Americans; he fought 
for the right of every human being. He 
saw that America needed to change its 
ways, and he did what I'm sure wasn't 
easy, but... he stood up for what was 
right and stood his ground. No doubt 
he was a strong and brave man, 
perhaps sent by God to tell the world 
to ‘dream and dream big’; ...‘don't wait 
for change, make change happen’... 
‘be you and be a leader’.... Let's keep 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s dream 
alive. When I think of what Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. has done, I think about 
how he was a great leader and how he 
paved the way for many of us today. I 
give thanks to one man who had a 
dream.”  

- Ashley Packer,  
Southeast Denver Rotary  

Class of 2008 


